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What Goes
Around...

. 4 Tve gottom
tory for Rob Janovic, Jr. remembers. il
novic had won the 100-lap m-ammmd—-nmem
iin, and the car could
dok.bmlmwlwugﬂlghhun
late in the 2007 Finale, Janovic was -
or something.”

Over the final 20 laps Janovic
| championship. “didn’t even want to get some
“Iwasthinking this carissofastand  else’s paint,” on the VoJan No. 51. So
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Rob Janovic, Jr., has
been racing around
Waterford Speedbowl for
21 years. This year he
finally raced to his first
championship.

i, utes s b
sy, Detiis Gada.
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Janovic lisatened to the angel. He Vojan) and crew-chief/spotter (and
i ing VoJan, an in-law) Greg Hanner were

entity since 1996, rating. Tire guy Greg.
1LY who hasbeenwith
Janovic since the beginning, Damon

€ sal
thatTused when I won my firstrace,”  also celebrating. They had beaten back
Janovic continues. Holy s**, Ljust  a determined challenge from Dennis
the champions| Gada, who was looking for a record
Co-owner John Volpe (The “Vo™in  seventh championship.




Six-time champion Bob Poteroffred ad
the week leading upto thefinalrace and them poscd in
‘Vitory Lane with Janovie. Fox was among those
welcoming himaboard.
“Albacslaes il rnecals iens
‘ssunk in."says Janovie,  racer since coming t0
e Spoedhonl n 1987, (The champiomig) s avgger

coring t last one SK check-
ered every yearsince 2002. Over tha span he was
never worstthan it i the final point siandings, gab-
bl Bibcing i championsip
run was brand -

TR neveelly bt o e

Janovic continues. “T've been second ate i the
Sson with gt mthrmatial cance, s wis
difee

Whenthetcam o the ol adin e,
the guysgot excited,” says Janovie. I cautoned
thern thatthere was  ton ofme left and we eally
Bty bk L e oot |
il Koo pestdippi

Asthe weeks dwindled. ) inoit

s michas) houghs hamponhipra wouldbe
the moststresslthing 'veever encountered it actually

"hesays. “ltwasthe

Janovie, whoalong with his brother Gary and
Tercinnocame o the Speedbouln 198 witha
I Thatnitial

operaion lsted three years before Janovie, who
entered the University of New Haven, became a
now-and-then competitoruntl eturing with Volpe in
aLate Model in 96.

“sinkin."Ch s, heexplains, “wrentmy

iy ot g s, ndwhent

"he says. It ough 0 say anything couldcver

A d The hampion-
shipranks with them bt or different reasons. Thisis
Jatv, .
Jr.bythe
Theyareall
homegrown acers. Jaovie now had what the res had- ey s ughselcominciog eto

championship.
Tewas Pearl the 1998 champ,

st odels,"and

forgood reasons.
i

Janovic
forever
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“The biggestthing. he says, is | didn’t come from a



Janovic takes a victory lap at
Waterford after winning his first
Jeature on opening day in 2000.
“It is tough to say anything could
ever match the thrill of winning
the first race,” he admits.

racing background. I'm self-taught. I
was building my late models, setting
them up myselfin a division with lots
of room for interpretation. It was an
area best left to the likes of [master
chassis builders] Phil Rondeau and
Jay Stuart, but I always had stub-

By 2001 he was at a point
where “I didn’t want to end my
career without winning at least one
modified race.”

His heart was set on a Chassis
Dynamics car knowing “a CD car
witha good engine would at least
put us on an equal basis. The rest
would be up to me.”

They wound up with the first car

Mike Paquette built after assuming
ownership of CD in 1995. VoJan
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And it will be back in 2008.
“Once a season begins I'm
always anxious for that first win,”

continues t paign the car, a fact
that gets them media-attention on the
highest level.

“Mike comes to the Speedbowl
and just stares at the car,” says
Janovic. “He is amazed that the car
s still winning races.””

Janovic says.” I'm sure that will be
true again. Now, there is a champi-
onship as well.”

“Defending champion;” now
there’s more new territory for
Janovic to handle.



